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A few hills in the vicinity lie to the northward, not above two or
three hundred feet above the plain, and are covered with underwood,
interspersed with large trees. Some miles beyond these hillocks runs
another range, loftier than the nearer ones, having however, the same
direction.
The diamond pits are in general excavated at the north end of the
bank that surrounds the hollow, to a depth of not more than twelve feet.
The strata penetrated during the search for diamonds, are a grey, clayey,
vegetable mould, about a foot or two thick ; below this an alluvium,
composed of the following pebbles (not including the diamonds) which
have evidently undergone attrition, their angles having been worn off ;
sandstone, quartz, siliceous iron hornstonc, carbonate of iron, felspar,
conglomerate sandstone, and a prodigious quantity of kunkur, or con-
cretionary limestone. Besides the numerous pieces of this concretionary
rock, scattered on the surface of the soil, and also intermixed in large quan-
tities in the diamond alluvium, it forms regular strata or veins in a
horizontal position, both in the vegetable earth, and in the diamond
alluvium, precisely like flints in chalk. Many of the pebbles of quartz,
and hornstonc, are not only varnished as it were, with a ferruginous
cnduit, but it penetrates into their substance.
The kunkur contains not a trace of quartz, or any other mineral;
and that in strata, in the vegetable soil, and in the diamond alluvium,
is more fruble than that exposed on the surface of the ground, It is
in this alluvial detritus that the diamonds are found. The diamond
is never found imbedded, or in any way attached to any of the
pebbles, with which they arc invariably associated in this locality.
They are always found loose, mixed with other little stones, and
never attached to kunkur. The pebbles most constantly associated
with it, and forming infallible indications of the existence of diamond,
are iron ore and hornstono*
Notwithstanding the prodigious quantity"of carbonate of lime in
this locality, the water does not contain any traces of it; and the in-
habitants use even that collected in the pits. The detritus, forming
the diamond stratum, must proceed from the hills north, the only ones
near this place; being probably the continuation of the sandstone
range, which extends easterly from Banganapilly, Condapilly, and
Mullavclly, in all of which localities the raatrx of the diamond lies in
conglomerate sandstone."